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 Ireland – The Wild Atlantic Way 
Including a Pilgrimage to the Marian Shrine in Knock 

With Father Louis Lohan ~ April 20-29, 2018 
Land & Air Package $3,855.00 Per Person Based on 2 in a Room 

Friday Apr 20   We begin our journey 
Today we begin our journey with an overnight flight across the Atlantic Ocean to the 
beautiful Emerald Isle, Ireland. 

Saturday Apr 21 Welcome to Ireland 
This morning we land at the Dublin Airport. 
After collecting our luggage, and proceeding 
through to the arrivals area, we will be met by our 
local Irish guide and transferred by luxury motor 
coach to our first destination, Galway.  

Free spirited, artistic, and bohemian, Galway has 
an ambience all its own. From narrow streets, alive 
with activity and Irish culture, to amazing 
landscapes and seascapes – Galway, known as “The City of Tribes” after the 14 family tribes 
that founded it, has something for everyone to enjoy.  Upon arriving in Galway, enjoy a 
panoramic sightseeing tour of the city. Galway is a vibrant place, full of life and character, 
found through its famous streets, landmarks, pubs, and restaurants. Check-in at the hotel 
and enjoy dinner together this evening.  
Overnight: The Radisson Hotel & Spa Breakfast          (D) 

Sunday Apr 22 - Father Louis’ Irish Family, Irish Friends & Memories for a Lifetime! 
This day will write its own adventures. We will 
spend an unforgettable day in Fr. Louis’ 
hometown village of Lisquell, Co. Galway. 
Ireland is known as the place of a hundred 
thousand welcomes. Today we will experience 
that and so much more.  This is Ireland at its 
best, its people. Receive a very special 
“Welcome Home” from Father Louis’ family, 
friends and neighbors.  We will walk the land, 

visiting the family homestead, which has belonged to the Lohan family for approximately 
150 years.  We will celebrate Mass in Father’s home church where he was baptized, received 

http://www.caragrouptravel.com/


 
 

www.caragrouptravel.com  2 617-639-0273 
 
 

Group Travel Experts to 
Ireland, UK & Beyond 

his First Holy Communion, served as an Altar Boy and said his first Mass after being 
ordained.  Enjoy a wonderful afternoon with Irish entertainment and a delicious lunch 
served by the Lohan clan.  After an eventful day, return to the hotel where we are free to 
relax and unwind. Overnight: The Radisson Hotel & Spa  (B, Lunch at Fr. Louis’ 
home, Dinner on your own) 
 
Monday Apr 23  The Wildest West 
After a hearty breakfast, we will bid Galway farewell 
in search of new adventures in Co. Mayo.  Our first 
stop will be The Connemara Marble, the largest 
manufacturer of Connemara Marble Jewelry and gift 
items, regarded as the most authentic Irish product 
available in Ireland.   
 
This is a wild region of Connemara Galway, comprised of bogland, pristine lakes and 
mountains which is sparsely populated with the landscape much more open. Because the 
area is so remote, the Irish language and traditions have survived here and Irish is the first 
language of many of the inhabitants.  
 
On our tour today, we will visit Kylemore Abbey, a former girl’s boarding school, now in 

the care of the Benedictine nuns and 
one of the oldest Abbeys in Ireland. 
Its Gothic Church built in 1881 is 
beautiful and interesting with its Crypt 
and carved angelic gargoyles. The 
dramatic landscape and iconic image 
of a gothic castle reflected in a 
Connemara Lake has made Kylemore 
Abbey world-famous and now the 

largest tourist attraction in the west of Ireland. 
 
We then make the journey from Galway to its neighbor Mayo to reach Westport, the 
charming Georgian town with tree-lined streets, a riverside mall, and a great vibe, to check 
into our hotel. With an excellent choice of local crafts and traditional stores, fine restaurants, 
and pubs renowned for their music, it’s the perfect place to spend free time and explore on 
our own. Meet later this evening for dinner at the hotel and to spend the evening as we wish.  
Overnight: The Clew Bay Hotel        (B,D) 
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Tuesday Apr 24 A Day Well Spent in Mayo 
Once we have had your breakfast, get set to head 
out and tour the wonders of Co. Mayo.  We see 
Croagh Patrick, considered the holiest mountain 
in Ireland and renowned for its Patrician 
Pilgrimage in honor of Saint Patrick, Ireland's 
patron saint. It was on the summit of the mountain 
that Saint Patrick fasted for forty days in 441 AD 
and the custom has been faithfully handed down 
from generation to generation. The tradition of 
pilgrimage to this holy mountain stretches back over 5,000 years from the Stone Age to the 
present day without interruption. 
 
We will then prepare to set off to Achill Island, an area among the most remote and scenic 

areas in Ireland.  Some of the roads that follow 
the coastline of Achill Island boast some of the 
most spectacular views of the area known as 
“The Wild Atlantic Way”.  We will also see the 
Deserted Village – a reminder of the 1840s 
Famine, consisting of 80-100 stone cottages 
located along a mile stretch of road on the 
southern slopes of Slievemore Mountain. Sit 
back and take in the magnificent scenery – 

mountains, lakes, and miles of rugged coastline with refreshing Atlantic Ocean breezes. 
 
After a busy day of sightseeing, reflect on memorable experiences in Westport. We will 
return to the hotel where you are free to enjoy dinner and the rest of your evening in a town 
renowned for good food and drink and better live music!  
Overnight: The Clew Bay Hotel         (B, Dinner on own in Westport) 
 
Wednesday Apr 25  Next Stop…Sligo 
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After breakfast this morning, we will bid Mayo farewell in search of new adventures in Co. 
Sligo, the coastal county which is hometown to W.B Yeats, one of Ireland’s most famous 
literary figures.  Before departing Mayo, we will visit Westport House, often called the most 
beautiful house in Ireland.  Life here traces back to the 16th century when Grace O’Malley 
the Pirate Queen of Connacht ruled the land and seas around the estate.  We enjoy a 
guided tour here this morning, followed by a special treat of Tea & Scones.  
 
We enjoy free time in Westport before journeying to visit the Marian Shrine in Knock, 
which received international fame after local 

people reported seeing the Virgin Mary, St. Joseph, and St. John the Evangelist at their 
parish church on August 21, 1879. Today, we will hear the remarkable story of Knock, 
which is told here in detail, as well as the stories of all the ordinary people who witnessed the 
Apparition in 1879. 
 
We continue to Co. Sligo, and arrive at our 17th Century Castle hotel for this evening. 
Enjoy our surroundings on this 300-acre estate, the ancestral home of the Cooper family that 
traces back to Cromwell’s time. Tonight, we enjoy dinner in our regal surroundings.  
Overnight: Markree Castle         (B, D)  
 
Thursday Apr 26  Introducing Sligo 
After enjoying an Irish breakfast, we set out to tour a part of Sligo known locally as ‘Yeats 
Country’ after the Irish poet WB. Yeats, who spent large parts of his childhood in this area. 
W.B Yeats died in France in 1939 and according to his wishes he was buried after a discreet 
and private funeral service at Roquebrune-Cap-Martin – “If I die bury me up there and then 
in a year’s time when the newspapers have forgotten me, dig me up and plant me in Sligo”. 
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We will visit Drumcliffe Church, which is best known as the final resting place of W.B. 
Yeats. Drumcliffe Church was founded by St. 
Colmcille in the 6th Century and is set against 
the striking backdrop of the Benbulben 
Mountains, undoubtedly Ireland’s most 
distinctive mountain.   
 
Although the monastery seems to have been well 
known from the 9th to the 16th century, the only 
remains today are three High Crosses and the 
stump of a Round Tower. The crosses are in a graveyard on the grounds of a former abbey. 
Adjacent to the ancient graveyard is a road leading to the early 19th century St. Columba's 
Church of Ireland and the final resting place of the poet William Butler Yeats (1865–1939).  
 
We continue onto Sligo Town, the coastal seaport and county town, to enjoy free time here 
before returning to the castle. Relax and enjoy your surroundings before meeting for dinner 
later and enjoying an entertaining yet touching performance of an Immigrants Tale.  
Overnight: Markree Castle         (B, D)  
 
Friday Apr 27 Dublin - The Capital Awaits 

This morning, after enjoying breakfast we 
prepare to leave Sligo for the capital of 
Ireland, iconic Dublin. Before reaching 
Dublin, we will enjoy a cruise and the 
beautiful scenery of the River Shannon.  
 
Departing from the quay side of Carrick-On-
Shannon, dubbed one of Ireland’s premier 
beauty spots, sit back and relax with tea and 
scones and revel in the beauty of Ireland’s 
finest river. 

 
Later once we reach Ireland’s small capital with a huge reputation, Dublin, we will check into 
our downtown hotel and enjoy dinner together this evening.  
Overnight: Dublin Trinity City Hotel        (B,D) 
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Saturday Apr 28    Exploring Dublin’s Fair City 
This morning after breakfast, we will take a panoramic sightseeing tour of the city to see 
historic buildings like the GPO (General Post Office) on O’Connell Street and Trinity 
College, housing the Book of Kells. We will also see the vast Georgian Squares, such as 
Merrion Square where Oscar Wilde’s house can still 
be found (today owned by the American College) 
Next, we will visit EPIC the Irish Emigration 
Museum, a wonderfully dramatic modern 
interactive experience that showcases the unique 
global journey of the Irish People. Enjoy 
journeying through the exhibition which highlights 
the impacts of the Irish here and further ashore.  
 
Tonight, we enjoy some Irish music and our final dinner together to reflect on the 
memories, friendships and magic created during our stay in Ireland and toast to a successful 
trip on the Emerald Isle.  
Overnight: Dublin Trinity City Hotel           (B, Dinner: Local Restaurant /Pub) 
 
Sunday Apr 29   Homeward Bound… 
With bags packed, enjoy breakfast and head for the airport where we will board our flight 
for home. Carry on your photos and memories and bring a bit of the Emerald Isle home 
with you.  
 

Ireland, Land of One Hundred Thousand Welcomes, 
will be expecting you again soon! 
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